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Theme Lecture 2011 "Memory and Record"

"Memory and Record" is a lecture topic that I have been curious to hear for some time. Both memory and record
can be seen from many different angles, making it difficult for a scholar to discuss them. At the same time, even while
memory and record each receive attention from various academic disciplines across the Humanities and Sciences, in our
specialized academic world we do not have opportunities to examine them in a wholistic manner. Should we not attend
more to the core essence of each phenomenon? we are confronted by this question as we go deeper into our research. At such
moments, we come to a realization that liberal arts may perhaps be at the root of the act of theorizing and discussion. To
begin with, there is no fixed rule on what approach to be used when we try to understand a phenomenon. It would be
impossible to reach a satisfactory answer were we not to appeal to diverse viewpoints across the Humanities and Sciences.
This is why I proposed this theme for the omnibus Nanjing Intensive Lecture Series, which became a reality with assistance
from the organizing members of LAP on our faculty. The Lectures are fulfilling in their content and offer what can only be
heard in the liberal arts program at the University of Tokyo.

"Memory" has been thought of as an essential faculty to reflect on one's past and have a sense of her/his own
identity. "Record" was invented as a "Memory" aid lest we "forget" it. In ancient Rome, it is said that speakers gave speeches
for hours without looking at the scripts, and there were memory techniques for successfully accomplishing the feat. In China,
documentations were made on pieces of wood and bamboo, and it is now assumed that events of the past were subject to
editing and selection in the process of making them into written records. With the evolution of technologies for record,
record has now grown out of their initial role as an aid into taking an emerging role of creating memory. Under such
circumstance, even personal memories are shaped by a variety of social media, and many things -- from personal memories
to how nation states exist today -- have gradually come under closer scrutiny. Boundaries of memory and record have been
reshaped and, increasingly, blurred. A present challenge for us to consider how we should understand memory and whether
memory shapes record or rather record shapes memory.

In this Intensive Lecture, we hope to paint a refreshing picture of "Memory and Record" by looking at them from
the perspectives of both the Humanities and Sciences. In the field of virtual reality, we will examine memories made with
scientific technologies and discuss the relation between vicarious experience and Memory. The idea of memories of the
future will re-question the very notion of memory itself. Do robots and plants that have no brain have memory? By
capturing memory from the perspective of plants, we hope to renew the traditional idea of memory. On the other hand, in
the field of language and brain science, memory is perceived as the fundamental systems of thinking for humans. History of
Thought and Psychoanalysis have tackled the question of memory and human mind. Historiographers sift through the vast
archive of historical record and interpret the consciousness of people that emerge from them. By contrast, for Theory of
Culture and Representation, Gender Theory, and Oral History, their study are dialogues with people and representations in
society. How does each discipline capture memorys? That is also one important way of thinking about memory and record.

When we think about something, it is fundamental that we discuss one thing by utilizing every possible method.
That attitude also forms a basic principle of liberal arts education. It is our hope that after hearing all the Lectures each

student is left with a new concept of "Memory and Record" in her/his mind.

KOMEX / LAP Project Assistant Professor ISHII, Yumi
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