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Nanjing-U Lecture 2010 "Theories of the Bodies"

In summer 2009, we started to talk about setting a unified theme for the annual intensive lectures at the
University of Nanjing. We were aware that there were several points to take into consideration. First, one of our main
objectives was to convey as best as we could the spirit in which the liberal arts education is conducted on Komaba campus.
This implied that the theme should allow lectures with more emphasis on presenting various possible perspectives and ways
of thinking rather than on merely giving out information and knowledge. Second, the theme should allow various
interdisciplinary approaches, which is also one of the characteristics of Komaba campus. It was also important for the theme
to meet the request of the University of Nanjing that the lectures should involve "an interdisciplinary philosophy-related
field." Finally, our experience from the previous years strongly suggested that the theme can desirably be brought back to
some concrete and familiar materials and "feelings,” from which point the students can develop more abstract thinking.

It is in consideration of all the above points that we decided on the “Theories of the Bodies” as the unified theme
for the 2010 intensive lectures at the University of Nanjing.

Whether we think of the body as the prison of the soul or constructed through the function of the mind, we all
exist with/as the body. It is no wonder, then, that from ancient myths to modern works of Science Fiction, our imagination
has both feared and been fascinated by those forms of bodies that are different from what we recognize as “the normal”:
extended bodies, body alteration, transformation and deformation. This has become even more so with the recent
development of engineering and information technologies, the progress in neuroscience, cognitive science and philosophy,
and the rise of academic disciplines, such as queer and disability studies, questioning the existing understanding of “the body,”
as well as the various related social and cultural movements. They have all worked together, interrelated and sometimes
influencing one another, to produce various discussions about what it is that we consider as “the body,” what are the limits to
“the body” understood as “the body,” what possibilities are opened up and what the possible problems are. Based on these
academic achievements, the intensive lectures aimed at covering various related fields from philosophy, science, disability
studies, to studies of representation and culture, and introduced four key concepts — “extension,” “alteration,”
“transformation” and “deformation” — to help students find alternative perspectives from which to look at “the body.”

We were fortunate enough to put the above idea fully into the course syllabus, which demonstrated lectures in a
remarkably wide range of academic fields, including robotics, studies on virtual reality, cognitive science, philosophy,
performance studies, disability studies and queer studies. Even on Komaba campus, it would not be easy to put together in
one course ideas and perspectives so varied and yet stimulating all related to one, rather familiar subject. I would like to
express my gratitude to the professors who kindly agreed to take part in this project. I also hope that this lecture series has
helped the students from the University of Nanjing experience the possibilities of interdisciplinary liberal arts education and

the excitement of re-examining, from a different perspective, what they think they are familiar with.

The Member of the LAP Executive Committee SHIMIZU, Akiko
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